CHAPTER    I
What Materialism Means
WE must be quite clear in our minds as to the
meaning of a materialist civilization. I hesitate to
speak of 'spiritual values', for people are beginning
to use this phrase as glibly as they used certain stock
psychological terms a few years ago. If by 'spiritual
values' we mean love, beauty, and truth, it is in-
accurate to talk of Russian Communists as material-
ists. Marxists fall in love like anyone else, and they
value love because they are human beings. The pains
they have taken to encourage art is evidence that they
appreciate beauty. Nor does their deadliest critic
suggest that they are always telling lies. The Five-
Year Plan and the attempt to build up a pros-
perous State is not their only consideration, for
presumably that attempt is being carried out in
order ultimately to give Russian citizens the fullest
opportunity of enjoying the ordinary 'spiritual'
pleasures.
It is odd, indeed, that anyone who ardently
defends our present order should criticize Russia
on the score of her materialism, for Capitalism
itself is marked with many materialistic features.
It is significant, for instance, that we should describe
as a 'successful' man one who has made a lot of
money. The extent of a person's wealth largely
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